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Not long after they became owners of a newly built apartment on Krestovsky 
Island in St. Petersburg (Russia). It was a crucial point in their life and they 
wanted to change everything: place, style and color. They were waiting for the 
arrival of their second son and wished him to be born into a world of totally 
different colors.  Several times a year they traveled to greece and Italy. The 
new interior should be full of Italian sun and greek colors, and nothing in the 
apartment had to remind of the wet and gray St. Petersburg.

That is why the design of this apartment was created 
as a continuation of pictorial landscapes. 

In 2010 my customers, whom I helped to bring color to their minimalistic 
interior, bought several pieces by artist Nikolai Romanov 
(www.arka-gallery.ru, www.belgraviagallery.com). 

Nikolai Romanov 
The Flight of Seagull 2009. Detail

1



The space had an irregular shape of almost 250 sq m, with large windows and 
a ceiling height of 3.3m.
however, the original planned use of space was not suitable for a family with 
two children. There was no private room for parents, a dark hall and huge 
corridors. 

The First task in the brief was to prepare a new plan to satisfy the needs of all 
members of the family. This includes separation of noisy nurseries from the 
study with home cinema. Also, large living room combined with cozy kitchen 
where, traditionally, in Russia people like to receive guests.

The Second task was to create a small private art gallery. This included 
individual lighting scenario for paintings, which could be used as a night-light.

The Third task was to ensure solid acoustic isolation in the study and of the 
walls between nurseries and bedroom.

The Forth task was to have as many storage zones as possible for cloths, photo 
and fishing equipment, suitcases, vacuum cleaner, etc.

All the other details  (style, color and materials) were up to the designer ‘just 
keep in mind Mediterranean style!’

We had a total consensus in understanding of the level of project it should not be 
a ‘palace’ but a high quality house with practical features.

Design concept 1:  The pictorial landscapes are the ‘windows’, and the real 
windows are covered with shutters. The interior supports the motives of 
pictures. The general decorative idea was to use natural materials, antique 
(no glaze!) marble, oiled (no varnish!) teak flooring, no wallpaper, only 
paint in colors backing up Romanov’s landscapes. Since originally the entire 
apartment had a warm floor there was an opportunity to use as much marble 
flooring as possible. I suggested light colored furniture and a lot of lighting, 
which are so much needed in our dark latitude and allowed us to use saturated 
colors.

Design concept 2:  We skipped this stage because the customers were 
dreaming about the atmosphere of Bertolucci’s film ‘Stealing Beauty’ and the 
Concept 1 was promising.  Therefore I could go directly to replanning. 
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The original apartment was not comfortable for the family with two kids: no private 
zone for parents, dark hall, and huge corridors.

Picture 1 original Plan

Bathroom-1 Bathroom-2
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The windows to the Southwest (in the kitchen-living room on the new plan) I 
suggested to turn into doors with high venetian blinds. In this case the terrace, heated 
and open, could be used as a mini gym since it has enough room for some training 
equipment.

The central location of the cloakroom in my plan allowed for all the equipment for 
ventilation under its lowered ceiling. Without any loss of height in the neighboring 
rooms (kitchen-living room, bedroom, study), there was enough to have ventilation 
grids in the walls. To the nurseries the ventilation tubes could be built into the body 
of walls. The air conditioning was necessary only in the bedroom. To avoid an air 
condition box on the wall I suggested a combined system of air conditioning and 
ventilation with the use of a common grid for both.

The height 3.3m allowed using some Tuscan motives (ceiling ornaments, marble 
portals, and high doors). 

My customers accepted this plan with no further changes so we could immediately 
send the documents for endorsement. In this country this process takes years so we 
got the documents back only in January 2012.

The budget was not limited. We had an agreement that in case of lack of funds 
we would take a break until the financial situation improved before continuing. 
Therefore, due to the crisis the project lasted about 3 years.

Since in Russia a customer usually pays all the bills, signs and keeps all the 
documents and given this case was not an exception, I cannot provide the exact 
budget. however, based on my customer's feedback, it was about €450 000, from 
which the €150 000 were spent on acoustic equipment, about €20,000 for doors, 
€140,000 for lightings, furniture and fabric, about €120,000 for construction works 
and endorsement. My honorary fee was about €20,000.

My suggestion (Picture 2 New Plan): Totally isolated parent’s zone, which included 
bedroom, bathroom, large cloakroom, study and laundry; nevertheless, the bedroom 
is not far away from the nurseries. 
The two latter ones were planned to have a direct approach to the kitchen-living 
room, where all the family was going to spend most of the daytime. The customers did 
not need the third bathroom, so there was a chance to arrange there a laundry room.
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Color  Romanov’s fauvist palette needed quiet but still sunny surrounding 
colors. Except for the kitchen-living room, the colors are warm (study - 
Farrow&Ball, Print Room Yellow; bedroom - Farrow&Ball, Churlish green; 
nurseries, laundry, gym, hall and the entrance zone - Farrow&Ball, Babouche; 
master bathroom - Little green, Sage green, and children bathroom - Little 
green, Pale Lime).

Nikolai Romanov 
The Flight of Seagull 2009

Flooring  I used oiled teak flooring in the kitchen-living room, nurseries, bedroom, 
cloakroom, and study. The entrance zone, hall, master bathroom, gym and laundry have 
Bianco Perlino anticato flooring (Picture 3 Decorative scheme). 

in the kitchen-living room  The Flight of Seagull is a general picture here. It is 
a dominant in TV zone (Picture 24), but it is well seen from every point of the room 
and from the hall (Picture 19). Terracotta of roofs in the landscape had influenced the 
choice of the wall color (Farrow&Ball, Red Earth), and the color of walls changed the 
color for Venetian blinds to get more light (Little green, Creamerie, but initially they 
were planned in antic green). 
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We started with the idea of light shutters, but as soon as I found in St. Petersburg the 
company, which took upon itself the production of hard shutter doors (Rainbow Ltd., 
St. Petersburg), they were transformed into real Venetian blinds (Pictures 22, 23).  
The kitchen, the table and chairs are by grande Arredo (Italy), in cream color, since 
the color of walls is saturated (Pictures 21, 23, 25, 26). The customers have already 
had all the furniture for nurseries, so I chose the only item for kids: it is the low level 
sofa Voyage (Roche Bobois) in creamy upholstery fabric in the kitchen-living room 
(Pictures 24, 19). 
From the entrance zone, the four landscapes are seen simultaneously: 
Derain’s Mountain in the hall, The Flight of Seagull (Pictures 18, 19) and Collioure 
after Rain in the kitchen-living room (Pictures 22), on Matisse’s mountain in the 
bedroom (if the door is open). 

Doors  There are many of them. I used bespoken doors (Rainbow Ltd, St. 
Petersburg) on my design for the kitchen-living room, bedroom, and study (Pictures 
22, 26, 29, 14). The latter one has quite good acoustic parameters (double glass of 
6 and 8 mm thick with a space between them), which allows listening to the music in 
the study at any time. All another doors (Res, Blu Interni, Italy), I tried to disguise 
as much as possible. In the entrance zone and the hall they are ‘invisible’ and painted 
in the color of wall. In the bedroom, vice versa, the ‘invisible’ doors are in Silk oro, 
which creates both color and surface pattern contrast with the matt light olive wall 
(Pictures 8, 9). 

Bedroom  And again, Romanov’s landscape The Road to the Mountains is a 
starting point for design in the bedroom (Picture 6). It is tranquil and a bit foggy, 
but still create a summer mood full of cypress smell (and the mood of Bertolucci’s 
Stealing Beauty). The frame is wide to sure separate the landscape from interior, and 
its hard patina makes the other furniture lighter. 
The bedroom is large according to the wish of customers Pictures (4). The only 
manufacturer we managed to find for such scale of bed (220 x 240 cm) with 
appropriate spirit was giorgio Piotto (Italy). his bureau (the chair is Roche Bobois’) 
and the bed with two side cupboards, and chest of drawers (grande Arredo, Italy), 
are the only pieces of furniture in this room. The customers and their children prefer 
an air and freedom of moving.
The radius shape of the window wall was a difficult detail (Picture 4). Finally, I find 
a metal artist Vladimir Mazhuga (St. Petersburg), who created a decorative cover 
plate for curtain rail (as well as the ventilation grids — individual for every room).

Study  Beside solid acoustic isolation performed in the study by subcontractor 
Reference Audio (my task was to make a project of ceiling and to decorate ecophon 
with fabric), I used two layers of plasterboard from each side of the wall also in all 
other rooms. In the outer board there was made a cut up to 15 cm above the floor 
level, and it was replaced with fiberglass plaster after flooring was mounted. It is 
solid enough to function as a baseboard, but it has no profile (no problem of dust), 
and it is painted as the entire wall. In Russia a classical profiled baseboard is a must, 
but in given case the customers easily agreed to try living with plain walls.  
The library is by Zonta (Italy) projected for given interior (Pictures 15, 16). 

Cloakroom  Since the shape of the room was not regular (Picture 5), I designed 
the wardrobes, which were manufactured by Rainbow Ltd. (St. Petersburg) (Picture 
30). 

WC1  The prototype of decorative scheme for the master bathroom ware Venetian 
masks. Venetian red of furniture (De Zotti), dark green of walls, matt gold of mixer 
taps, Yellow Atlantida on the top of cupboard (Pictures 10, 11, 12). The paintings by 
Igor Tchukhleb help to create the Venetian mood.
WC2  The bathroom for children is light (Picture 27). Thanks to Campion 
umbrella Chandelier by Baker:  it is an adaptation of turn of the century French 
bistro lighting. In this piece tarnished nickel was used on the faceted crown top 
that has the look of mildly tarnished hotel silver; the interior has a burst of antique 
mirrored glass rays. 

The cupboard by Barbara Barry Vanity inspired me for decoration of walls. Yacht 
teak is appropriate flooring in a bathroom for small children.
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